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Drinking Water Program Updates         2019-06-01 
 
This week’s program director email has these topics of interest: 
1.  America’s Water Infrastructure Act 
2.  Enforcement Documents on the Data Portal 
3.   EPA’s Perchlorate Proposal 
4.  Point of Use Water Filters 
4.  Training 
 
 
America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018  
The America’s Infrastructure Act (AWIA), signed by the President on October of 2018, is an amendment 
to the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act.  The statutory deadline for the rule’s changes will be October 
2020.  There are specific changes in this act that apply to the CCR.  Other provisions involve state 
involvement for intractable water systems including restructuring or consolidation, improving accuracy 
of monitoring data, capacity development, and asset management. 
 
Please read the attached memo from US EPA which defines not only the rule’s changes but also includes 
a plain language explanation of each provision.  
 
Enforcement Documents on the Data Portal 
 
MassDEP enforcement documents are now on the EEA Data Portal at 
http://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/.   
 
Enforcement data, such as the type and date of an enforcement action are now in the portal.  This 
type of enforcement data goes as far back as 1996.  Future enforcement records will be available on 
 
the portal 10 days after being recorded in MassDEP applications. Please note that older historical 
enforcements have limited information.  The newer the enforcement action, the more information is 
included. 
 
There is a known glitch in this new program that is being worked on; about 10% of enforcement 
records after January 2017 have not been associated as yet. Please be patient as this bug is being 
fixed. 
 
If you need a tutorial on how to use the portal, read the attached portal document. 
 
Federal Proposed Perchlorate MCL 
MassDEP regulated perchlorate in 2006 at a maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 2.0 micrograms per 
liter (ug/L).  US EPA has now proposed a federal MCL for perchlorate.   The pre-publication proposal can 
be found at: https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/perchlorate-drinking-water .  It is 171 pages 
but below is a summary of EPA's preferred option. 
 
US EPA is seeking comment on a proposed National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (NPDWR) for 
perchlorate to establish an MCL and a health-based Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) at 56 
mg/L.  
  
In addition, the agency is seeking comment on three alternative regulatory options: 
 An MCL and MCLG for perchlorate set at 18 micrograms per liter. 
 An MCL and MCLG for perchlorate set at 90 micrograms per liter. 
 Withdrawal of the agency’s 2011 determination to regulate perchlorate in drinking water. 
  
The agency is requesting comment on all relevant aspects of the proposed rule but is especially 
interested in the perchlorate monitoring and reporting requirements for public water systems and a list 
of treatment technologies that would enable water systems to comply with the MCL, including 
affordable compliance technologies for small systems serving 10,000 persons or less.  EPA is also 
requesting comment on its methodology for deriving the MCLG, the underlying assumptions and 
analysis of its cost and benefit estimates, and other specific items listed in the proposed rule. 
  
Perchlorate is commonly used in solid rocket propellants, munitions, fireworks, airbag initiators, 
matches, and signal flares.  Perchlorate may occur naturally, particularly in arid regions such as the 
southwestern United States and is found as an impurity in hypochlorite solutions used for drinking water 
treatment and nitrate salts used to produce nitrate fertilizers, explosives, and other products. 
  
EPA will accept public comment on the proposal for 60 days after publication in the Federal Register 
via http://www.regulations.gov [Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-2018-0780]. 
  
For more information and to view the pre-publication version of the Federal Register Notice, 
visithttps://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/perchlorate-drinking-water 
 
 
Point of Use Water Filters 
 
Attached is a paper from the Journal of Environmental Science and Health on point of use (POU) 
water filters for home use.  A field study done in Flint Michigan tested the effectiveness of faucet 
mounted POU water filters for removing lead in drinking water.  You can read the article at: 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10934529.2019.1611141 
 
 
Training  
When you need training please look at the training calendar located at: 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/drinking/drinking-water-training-class-
schedules.html  for upcoming trainings. 
If you need a refresher on recently given trainings, you can review several training videos located at: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJn2AKOcYr7lutGJB-UfDKtQPF_o_249m   
or click here:    
 
MassDEP is sending this important drinking water information to all PWS responsible persons who are listed on the state 
database.  If you are no longer the correct responsible person for the PWS please reply with the correct contact 
information.  MassDEP needs one responsible contact person from each PWS. 
Operators, consultants, and others who are interested in Drinking Water Program updates are encouraged to request to be 
subscribed to this email list.  You may also request to be unsubscribed by replying to this email.  
This MassDEP Program Director technical assistance email is funded by the Safe Drinking Water Act Assessment (Section 70) 
Program.  The Assessment is paid by all consumers of public water in Massachusetts and is collected by public water 
systems.  For more information about the Assessment Program, go to 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/news/advisory-committees/safe-drinking-water-act-assessment-advisory-
committee.html. 
 
